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CATALINA DRIVE AND FREMANTLE ROAD, MANDURAH INTERSECTION 
Grievance 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [9.35 am]:  I wish to take this opportunity to raise in Parliament the issue of a 
dangerous intersection located in my electorate, the intersection of Catalina Drive and Fremantle Road.  For 
those unfamiliar with the location, it is part of the new subdivision at the north end of Mandurah.  Fremantle 
Road runs north and south and is a main road used by a large number of people who live in Mandurah and the 
Peel region, and by people travelling to the south west, to Bunbury, Busselton and so on.  From memory, the 
road carries somewhere in the vicinity of 35 000 vehicles a day.  I will stand corrected on that figure, but a 
significant number of vehicles use the road.  The particular section of Fremantle Road around the intersection is 
a very good section of road, with a dual carriageway and a well-grassed and quite attractive median strip.  
However, it has a notorious history of road crashes.  I draw to the attention of the house the tragic loss of a 
former colleague by the name of Jane Kennaugh.  Jane was a serving police officer who unfortunately lost her 
life just north of the intersection of Catalina Drive and Madora Bay Road.  I have also experienced the 
incapacitation of another fellow officer by the name of Glenn Murray, whom I have previously mentioned in the 
house with respect to workers’ compensation for police officers.  He became a tetraplegic following a road 
accident in the same area.  He still lives locally in Halls Head.  Although this is a good section of road, the 
expanding suburbs of Mandurah are impacting significantly on it.  I have a report released recently by the City of 
Mandurah.  It is a document commissioned to better forecast the growth of Mandurah.  The City of Mandurah 
feels that the forecast made by the Department for Planning and Infrastructure was somewhat subdued.  The 
independent report was commissioned by the City of Mandurah, and these are the figures I will refer to.  The 
figures are available on the Internet through the City of Mandurah’s website.  I have a forecast for the population 
of Lakelands, which is a development on the eastern side of Fremantle Road, just north of Meadow Springs and 
approximately one kilometre north of my electoral office.  The forecast for the area is that there will be 
somewhere in the vicinity of 47.07 per cent average annual change.  In 2001 there were 17 people living in 
Lakelands; that is only six years ago.  It is estimated that by 2016 there will be 5 540 people living there.  That is 
obviously an increase of 5 523.  The average annual growth rate of 4.85 per cent across the city of Mandurah is 
well represented.  Nearly one quarter of the 21 700 new people in the city of Mandurah will be living in the 
Lakelands area.  As it stands now, there is an outline development plan for that development, which I understand 
is Peet and Company’s.  There will be a new neighbourhood shopping centre, and other access and egress points 
to and from that estate.  However, because of the demand for housing, Lakelands is experiencing unprecedented 
growth.  I believe that it would probably stack up anywhere.  I am sure that the member for Mandurah would 
agree that there would not be too many suburbs in Western Australia that are undergoing such rapid expansion as 
that which is happening in Lakelands. 

As I said, about 300 metres north of this intersection is Madora Beach Road.  I acknowledge the minister’s very 
good work there during the last election.  The government put in a set of traffic lights, which were well received 
and needed by the people of Madora Bay.  In recent times, there has also been a reduction in speed limits on that 
section of road from 100 to 80 kilometres an hour.  That is another measure that has been taken to try to alleviate 
the problem faced at that intersection. 

The other very important issue with this intersection as it stands now is that the Mandurah Baptist College is 
located in Lakelands.  People will remember that the Mandurah Baptist College was the one involved in the bus 
rollover.  The college currently has about 360 students.  About 95 per cent of those students are from outside the 
Lakelands area.  Obviously, as that community grows, there will be a higher representation of students from the 
local community.  However, a lot of vehicles go into and come out of that access way.  I have some photographs 
with me that I would like to lay on the table for the remainder of the day for the information of members, and I 
will do so when I have finished my speech in another two minutes. 
A large number of people have taken up residence in Lakelands.  Tradesmen, construction workers, concrete 
workers and all those other people who are associated with building the houses are making their way into and out 
of that estate via Catalina Drive.  I graciously ask the minister, on behalf of the residents of Lakelands, and also 
those who access that area, to expedite work on the intersection in Madora Bay that will lead further into 
Lakelands.  I understand that the government paid for the lights on Madora Beach Road.  I understand it is the 
responsibility of the developer to continue the construction of the road at that location.  That will take a lot of 
pressure off the people going into and coming out of that location. 
I ask the minister to consider taking this matter to Peet and Company or to find some way to improve access to 
and egress from that rapidly growing area to alleviate the problems at the intersection of Catalina Drive and 
Fremantle Road that I have mentioned.  I have some diagrams with me of the traffic congestion.  I am sure the 
minister has those already.  I believe that an independent risk assessment has also been done by a parent of one 
of the students who is involved in that field.  I have the details with me, if the minister wishes to see them.  That 
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assessment says that a major and perhaps catastrophic accident is going to occur at that location should nothing 
be done in the near future.  I thank members for their time. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.43 am]:  I thank the 
member for this grievance.  I acknowledge that I have had numerous approaches from the member for 
Mandurah, the Minister for the Environment, on the same matter.  Therefore, we have been looking into this 
matter in considerable detail.  Perhaps I will just make a preliminary comment, though, about the member’s 
claims regarding this independent study by the City of Mandurah.  We acknowledge, obviously, that Mandurah 
and the whole Peel region are growing tremendously.  Indeed, that is the reason we have committed to the 
$550 million Perth-Bunbury highway project as our number one road project in this state; it is a recognition of 
that growth.  However, I caution the member not to rely too heavily on this supposedly independent report.  
Interestingly, that report underestimates the growth in the whole Peel region.  Given it was contracted by the 
City of Mandurah, it is interesting that it predicts lower growth rates than we have predicted for the Peel region 
and for the adjoining local authorities.  We have had our people go through that report and through the figures, 
and I must say that I have a great deal of scepticism about the report.  I believe that our methodologies have 
proved to be very sound.  We have asked the department to account for its methodology.  We have shown its 
prediction and performance rate over a 10-year period, and it has been pretty good.  However, the member 
should ask some of his other local authorities what they think about this independent report, because basically it 
is taking the growth out of their shires and putting it into the City of Mandurah. 
Mr M.J. Cowper:  I accept your point, minister.  Thank you. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes.  I just make that point.  However, there is growth in Mandurah.  As I said, the 
member for Mandurah has raised this matter with me, and we are concerned about the timing of some of the 
development and the linkage roads.  There obviously must be some limit on the number of intersections that are 
lit.  It makes much more sense, from a planning point of view, to have the traffic from that Lakelands area going 
along Banksiadale Road, or Gate, as it seems to be called on the map in front of me, because that links up with 
Madora Beach Road.  That is a much more sensible way of dealing with this issue of access into and out of that 
area. 
Mr M.J. Cowper:  I agree. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  At this point, we have not been able to get any clear guidance from the developer 
about when it proposes to put that conduit in.  I do not think that is satisfactory.  Therefore, we will be trying to 
really tie that down.  We will also be working with the local authority and the WA Planning Commission to 
make sure that these issues of access are locked in at the planning stage, because it seems that it is a requirement 
of and an obligation on the developer to put in that road and to pay for the lights.  However, it should be locked 
in at an early stage of the project, not at a late stage of the project.  Therefore, we will go through and look at the 
land planning aspect of it to see what pressure and influence we can put on the developer to deliver that at an 
earlier rather than a later stage.  That is clearly the best solution for alleviating the pressure on that road. 
Main Roads has told me that the geometry of that Mandurah Road and Catalina Drive intersection is particularly 
good for an unlit intersection.  Indeed, in the five years the intersection has been there, it has had a very low 
accident rate.  I think there was one accident early in the piece in which medical attention was required.  There 
was another accident in March this year, but there were no physical injuries.  There are queues, and there will 
always be queues around schools until people get their kids riding their bikes and walking to school.  Traffic 
congestion around schools is a problem in the western world because parents insist on driving their children to 
school. 
Mr M.J. Cowper:  There was a significant crash there about two months ago.  A truck rolled over, and you can 
see on that intersection the remnants of all the paint that was on that truck. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The advice that I have had about that accident is that a small truck carrying paint - 
the truck was actually carrying paint, which is why the member mentioned the remnants of the paint; it was not 
the paint off the truck - pulled out of Catalina Drive and was hit by a car travelling on Mandurah Road.  The 
police will charge the driver of the small truck.  There was no indication of injuries. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Is that just north of Meadow Springs? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I went past just after that accident, and I measured the backup of traffic at eight kilometres, I 
think it was, but it was only a minor accident. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes, that is right. 
Mr M.J. Cowper:  That is the point I was trying to make.   
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We do not believe there is an undue safety issue at the intersection as it is now, but 
we want to get the intersection at Madora and Banksiadale Gate completed.  I have told Main Roads people that 
we need to get together with the local authority and the WA Planning Commission and put some pressure on the 
developer to deliver that road earlier rather than later.  In future we will have to be a lot stricter about getting 
these access roads in earlier.  I thank the member for his grievance and I will follow it up at his request and as a 
result of the series of requests I have had from the member for Mandurah. 
 


